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A MODEL OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
FROM SOUTHWEST MISSOURI

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend a resident of the Seventh Congres-
sional District of Missouri who can teach all of
us something about commitment. Jerry L.
Sumners Sr. has touched his community in
Aurora, Missouri. His philanthropy and vision
have given new and expanded opportunities to
his community to grow and develop services
and facilities that have benefited kids, the en-
vironment and the city’s business climate.

Jerry Sumner’s full time job is running Serv-
ice Vending Company, a multi-state enterprise
with 50 employees. The firm specializes in the
sale of gumballs, treats and toys from coin-op-
erated dispensers found in most supermarkets
and convenience stores. The company that
earns two-bits a sale, has given Jerry the abil-
ity to be a civic dynamo—a role he takes very
seriously. He may be Aurora, Missouri’s great-
est cheerleader. Jerry Sumners has unself-
ishly given his time, energy and support to his
community.

Jerry’s approach to business and life is sim-
ple and direct. “Be organized, do things the
same way all the time; get the facts; don't tell
me the problem, give me the solution.”

Jerry, an avid pilot, understood the need for
expanding the city’s airport. In 1999 he do-
nated $100,000 to the Aurora Airport to extend
the present runway. That same year he pro-
vided a major gift to build a concession stand
at Aurora’s Baldwin Park with an additional gift
to add dressing rooms for the baseball players
to be completed by 2002.

Between 1990 and 1998, it was Jerry Sum-
ners who contributed at least $180,000 to ex-
pand the Little League program from one
baseball field to four. Jerry Sumners annually
sponsors various baseball, basketball, softball
and soccer squads. Jerry has given significant
donations to the Aurora Main Street program
to modernize the look of the business commu-
nity and was a major supporter of the city’s
Christmas lights project. Jerry Sumners has
sponsored the annual Applefest pageant in
Marionville the last two years and is a leading
sponsor in the annual 4th of July fireworks in
Aurora.

When a local youth sports team wants to
compete on the road, Jerry makes sure they
have the resources to go. He also contributed
to the new band building at Southwest Mis-
souri State University and to improvements at
the Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield near
Springfield.

Jerry’s company has prospered in the small
town setting. His family of four sons and two
daughters have gone to school and grown up
in Aurora. Jerry and wife, Theresa, are both
active in the community and live on a 300
acre farm where they raise cattle.

In short, if it has something to do with im-
proving the community of Aurora or adding to
the quality of life, chances are that Jerry Sum-
ners has taken an active role in it. He has
earned the title of “community leader.”

Saturday, January 29, the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce gave Jerry L. Sumners Sr. their
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highest honor—“The Community Service
Award”—in recognition of his contributions to
improve the community. Jerry, who turned 65
on January 27, has no plans to either slow
down or end his commitment to the betterment
of his community.

I know my colleagues in the House join with
me in honoring him for his dedication and his
commitment to his community, neighbors and
his friends.

HONORING DAVID BRYCEON PALO
HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
ask that we all pause for a moment to remem-
ber a man that many knew and loved, David
Bryceon Palo. Sadly, Mr. Palo died on Novem-
ber 15, 1999.

Mr. Palo was born on November 9, 1930, to
Andrew and Janet Lucile Walsh Palo in Great
Falls, MT. He attended the University of Colo-
rado on a NROTC Scholarship and was then
commissioned into the U.S. Navy. He served
as a line officer aboard the carrier USS
Rendova and also served aboard the USS
Firm. After his service in the Navy, Mr. Palo
returned to the University of Colorado to at-
tend law school. Mr. Palo worked with the law
firm of Adams, Heckman, Traylor & Ela before
starting one of his own in Grand Junction.

After retirement, Mr. Palo served on many
boards and committees in his community. He
was a very active individual that cared a great
deal about the betterment of his community.

Mr. Palo will be remembered as a great
public servant, a devoted husband, father,
grandfather, uncle, and a committed Christian.
He is survived by his wife, Margaret Palo, a
son, daughter, granddaughter, and nieces and
nephews. Like his family, we will all miss Mr.
Palo’s friendship and service.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF GEORGIA
O’BRIEN’S 30TH YEAR OF SERV-
ICE TO RESIDENTS OF MIN-
NESOTA’S FIFTH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT

HON. MARTIN OLAV SABO

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, today | would like
to recognize a member of my staff, Georgia
O’Brien, as she marks her 30th year of service
on behalf of the constituents of Minnesota’s
Fifth Congressional District.

Georgia O’Brien has served as a case-
worker in my Congressional office in Min-
neapolis since | began my tenure as a United
States Representative in 1979. Prior to joining
my staff, Georgia served on the staff of my
predecessor in the United States House of
Representatives, the Honorable Don Fraser
(D-MN), from 1970 to 1978.

Since the day she joined my staff—and, |
am certain, during the years she spent serving
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in the office of Congressman Fraser—Georgia
has served as a tireless advocate on behalf of
those residents of the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict who have needed federal assistance in
resolving a problem.

Georgia has proven herself an invaluable
asset to my office through her countless hours
of hard work, commitment to public service,
and success in resolving problems for so
many constituents. | am proud to count her as
a member of my staff.

Mr. Speaker, today | congratulate Georgia
O’Brien for 30 years of thoughtful service to
the citizens of Minnesota’s Fifth Congressional
District. | thank Georgia for the 21 years she
has served on my staff, and | am confident
that she will continue working hard to improve
the lives of many more Minnesotans in the
years to come.

——————

IN MEMORY OF JAMES R. “JIM
BOB” WALLACE OF BELLAIRE, OH

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in mem-
ory of James R. “Jim Bob” Wallace, who
passed away on January 20, 2000. James
was born on March 5, 1924 to Everett “Dick”
and Jenny Irene Darnley Wallace.

Mr. Wallace, a veteran of World War Il, was
a member of American Legion Post 52, Dis-
abled American Veterans Post 117 and VFW
Post 626, of which he was past commander.
But his service was not limited to the military,
James went out of his way to be an active
member of his community as well. He was a
member of Neffs United Methodist Church, the
Fraternal Order of Eagles 456, the Order of
Elks 419, the Sons of ltaly 754 and served as
the past president of the Timberwolf Associa-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege for me to pay
my last respects to a man who gave so much
of himself to his country, his community and
his family. James will be missed by all whose
lives he touched. | am honored to have rep-
resented him and proud to call him a con-
stituent.

————

TRIBUTE TO RETIRING LAKE CITY
ARMY AMMUNITION PLANT EM-
PLOYEE DALE T. POLLARD

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that a long and exceptionally dis-
tinguished civil service career has come to an
end. Mr. Dale T. Pollard, of my hometown of
Lexington, Missouri, recently retired after 58
years of extraordinary service to the Lake City
Army Ammunition Plant.

Mr. Pollard’s career began nearly 60 years
ago as an Assistant Chief Factory Clerk at
Remington Arms Company, Incorporated. He
willingly left the ammunition plant to enlist in
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the Army during World War Il and saw combat
in the European Theater, earning the combat
infantrymen badge and the Bronze Star for
valor. He immediately returned to the plant at
the end of the war and dedicated himself to
government service for the next five decades.
Mr. Pollard served in many capacities at the
plant, always determined to ensure that Sol-
diers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines were sup-
plied with the highest quality ammunition and
that Americans were receiving every penny’s
worth of their defense dollar.

At 81 years old, Mr. Pollard could have re-
tired many years ago. Instead, he remained in
federal service because he loved his work and
was committed to Lake City, the Ordnance
Corps, and the U.S. Army.

Mr. Speaker, Dale Pollard has been an in-
spiration to all who had the pleasure of work-
ing with him at Lake City. | know all Members
of Congress will join me in paying tribute to
the outstanding public service of my good
friend.

TRIBUTE TO NORMA RIVERA
HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Norma Rivera, an out-
standing individual who has dedicated 48
years of her life to community service, and to
wish her a happy retirement.

Born on June 1, 1935, in Ponce, Puerto
Rico, Mrs. Rivera moved to Buffalo and grad-
uated from high school in 1952. In 1953 she
moved to the Bronx where she has been living
since.

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Rivera worked in a fac-
tory for three years before joining a housing
court agency that was located on Park Avenue
in the Bronx. She worked at that agency for
eight years. In 1964 she left the housing court
agency to work as a counselor and a program
coordinator at Sport’s for the People, a medi-
cally supervised outpatient program. In 1984
she was employed by Lincoln Hospital working
in medical records until her retirement in De-
cember of last year. Norma is also the Presi-
dent of People’s Voice Democratic Club in the
Bronx.

Mrs. Rivera is the proud mother of six, Vic-
tor, Debbie, Jacqueline, Manuel, Jeanette, and
Frances and grandmother of twelve, Lisette,
Angie, Kennedy, Michael, Alexis, Matthew,
Charles, Denise, Samantha, Brittany, Norma
Luz, and Francine.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mrs. Norma Rivera for her en-
during commitment to the community, and in
wishing her a happy retirement.

———

HONORING ETHEL MCALPINE
JAMESON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to pause and remember a
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woman that many knew and loved, Mrs. Ethel
McAlpine Jameson.

Mrs. Jameson was a long-time Republican
Party activist and a very politically involved
person. Mrs. Jameson was co-chair of the
election campaigns for a former United States
Representative and Senator. She served on
the board of the Tri-County Mental Health As-
sociation in the Denver area and was also ac-
tive in musical circles and the Episcopal
Church.

Mrs. Jameson is survived by her son, seven
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that | wish to re-
member Mrs. Jameson for being a great activ-
ist and caring wife, mother and grandmother.
She was a great American whose service and
friendship will be greatly missed.

HONORING CHAIRMAN TOM BLILEY

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, in just a few
days—February 8, to be exact—we will ac-
knowledge the fourth anniversary of the sign-
ing of the historic Telecommunications Act of
1996. And so, it is fitting that we acknowledge
one of the act’s key sponsors, my good friend,
the gentleman from Richmond, Chairman Tom
BLILEY.

As part of the act's anniversary activities,
the Competitive Telecommunications Associa-
tion, more easily referred to as CompTel, is
honoring Chairman BLILEY as one of the two
“Champions of Competition,” the other being
Senator FRITZ HOLLINGS from the State of
North Carolina. Both will be duly recognized,
and rightly so, for their outstanding leadership
and bipartisan spirit throughout the nearly dec-
ade-long debate in the Congress to update the
1934 act.

Mr. Speaker, the Telecom Act provides for
a procompetitive, deregulatory national policy
framework designed to accelerate rapid pri-
vate sector deployment of advanced tele-
communications and information technologies
and services to all Americans by opening all
telecommunications markets to competition.

Well, Mr. Speaker, | can assure you that the
results are in following 4 years after enact-
ment of this historic piece of legislation.
Thanks to Chairman BLILEY’s persistence in
crafting proper safeguards to ensure open
competition to all players, we see today the
fruits of his labor.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in addition to com-
mending Mr. BLILEY for his role in bringing
competition to the local market, | would note
that his good work on this historic bill has
brought hundreds of new companies com-
peting in today’s marketplace offering better
products and services than have ever been
developed and deployed in our lifetime. With
that said, it's important to note that not only
are consumers better served with many
choices, but served at lower prices. Mr. BLILEY
and the act intended this to happen. Mr.
Speaker, | raise my hat to Chairman Tom BLI-
LEY and congratulate him on being named the
Champion of Competition.

January 31, 2000
IN HONOR OF HAZEL WOLTF

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of an exceptional environmental
and social activist who recently passed, Ms.
Hazel Wolf. Ms. Wolf, originally from Victoria,
British Columbia, spent most of her life in Se-
attle, and her final years in Port Angeles. One
daughter, five grandchildren, five great-grand-
children, and four great-great grandchildren
survive her.

Ms. Wolf's commitment to the environment
was strong throughout her 101 years. As an
active member of the Audubon Society for 38
years, she helped to establish Audubon chap-
ters within Washington State, recruit new
members, and fought tirelessly to protect our
natural resources. The Hazel Wolf Wetlands
on Sammamish Plateau was named in her be-
half. She was also the recipient of a number
of other conservation awards, including the
Audubon Medal for Excellence in Environ-
mental Achievement in 1977, the Washington
State Department of Game’s Award for serv-
ices in protection of wildlife in 1978, and the
State of Washington Environmental Excellence
Award in 1978, and the Seattle’s Spirit of
America Award in 1999. Many in my commu-
nity cheered heartily when, on her 98th birth-
day, Washington State Governor Mike Lowry
declared March 10th as “Hazel Wolf Day.”
She understood clearly that if we do not act
now to safeguard our precious resources, we
will be responsible for the destruction of irre-
placeable wilderness areas and wildlife com-
munities.

She was also committed to the idea of
women’s suffrage, social justice, and civil
rights, and never hesitated to practice what
she preached. Many years ago, during the era
in which many public places were segregated,
Ms. Wolf asked to swim specifically when the
YWCA pool was set aside for African-Amer-
ican women. Her swim spoke volumes about
her beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, the recent death of Hazel Wolf
has made me realize, once again, what an
awesome responsibility we have as Members
of Congress. Ms. Wolf's fight to protect the
rights of the working poor, religious and ethnic
minorities, and our natural resources is a fight
that | am proud to carry forth as a United
States Congressman. | know the thoughts and
prayers of many of us in the Seattle area go
out to Ms. Wolf's entire family. Her life was a
shining example of devotion, in so many ways,
to a better world for all of us.

———

SOUTH FLORIDA FOOD RECOVERY;
FEEDING THE POOR, NEEDY AND
HOMELESS

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 31, 2000

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, South
Florida Food Recovery recently completed its
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